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shared celebration of our limitless potential as
a people.

And so I urge you to choose Chicago; I urge
you to choose America. And if you do, if we
walk this path together, then I promise you
this: The city of Chicago and the United States
of America will make the world proud. Thank
you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:27 a.m. in the
Bella Center. In his remarks, he referred to
Jacques Rogge, president, International Olym-
pic Committee. The transcript released by the
Office of the Press Secretary also included the
remarks of the First Lady.

Remarks at a Question-and-Answer Session With Members of the
International Olympic Committee in Copenhagen

October 2, 2009

[The question-and-answer session was joined
in progress.]

Patrick G. Ryan. The next question relates
to—comes from Mr. Ali, and thank you for the
question. How do we intend to deal with all of
the millions of people who will enter? And I'd
like Lori Healey to answer that question,
please.

Lori T. Healey. Thank you, and thank you
for the question. We are very fortunate, as evi-
denced by the presence of the President and
the First Lady here today, to have a terrifically
strong partnership with the Federal Govern-
ment in Washington. We've worked very
closely with the U.S. State Department. Secre-
tary Clinton has also been a very good partner
and has worked to assure everyone the full co-
operation of the Federal Government. Addi-
tionally, in June, the White House announced
the formation of the Office of Olympic, Para-
lympic, and Youth Sport that will act as the co-
ordinating agency if we are so privileged to be
selected for the right to host the games, to put
all the forces of the Federal Government be-
hind that.

Mr. Ryan. If President Obama would like to
add to that, please.

The President. First, emphasize what Lori
said in response to Mr. Ali’s question. One of
the legacies I want to see coming out of the
Chicago 2016 hosting of the games is a re-
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minder that America at its best is open to the
world. And as has already been indicated, we
are putting the full force of the White House
and the State Department to make sure that
not only is this a successful games, but that vis-
itors from all around the world feel welcome
and will come away with a sense of the incred-
ible diversity of the American people.

And T'm very impressed with part of the
presentation that we made matching up host
families for the athletes who are going to be
there, because, as I said, Chicago, we've got
everybody. This could be a meeting in Chica-
o, because we look like the world. And I think
that over the last several years, sometimes that
fundamental truth about the United States has
been lost. And one of the legacies, I think, of
this Olympics Games in Chicago would be a
restoration of that understanding of what the
United States is all about, and the United
States recognition of how we are linked to the
world.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:51 a.m. in the
Bella Center. In his remarks, he referred to
Syed Shahid Ali, member, International Olym-
pic Committee. Participating in the question-
and-answer session were Patrick G. Ryan,
chairman and chief executive officer, and Lori
T. Healey, president, Chicago 2016. A portion
of these remarks could not be verified because
the audio was incomplete.
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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Lars Lokke Rasmussen of

Denmark in Copenhagen
October 2, 2009

Prime Minister Rasmussen. So, Mr. Presi-
dent, welcome to Copenhagen. We have had
the pleasure of your lovely wife’s company for
the last 2 days, and I am, indeed, very proud
and honored and happy that you also found
your time to stop by.

I realize that you are here to support the bid
for Chicago’s Olympic Games 2016. In that re-
gard, I wish you the very best. And I hope you
will be successful and you will enjoy your visit to
such an extent that you will return very soon.

We have a long-lasting friendship. We have
common values. We have a lot of common is-
sues to discuss. And I'm really looking forward
to discussing some of these issues on our com-
mon agenda.

So once again, Mr. President, welcome to
Copenhagen.

President Obama. Well, thank you so much,
Mr. Prime Minister. Thank you for your hospi-
tality and the hospitality of the people of Den-
mark. We have had obviously a remarkable time
in the last 2 days. Michelle has been just so
thrilled to be interacting with the people of
Denmark. Unfortunately, my stay has not been
so long, but I hope that T'll be able to return.
I've been here before, and I love the city.

I want to say that, as the Prime Minister indi-
cated, the relationship between the United
States and Denmark has always been strong.
We share common values. We have worked to-
gether on a whole range of international mat-
ters of great importance.

Something that obviously is pressing now is
the issue of climate change, and Prime Minister

Remarks on Arrival From Copenhagen
October 2, 2009

One of the things that I think is most valu-
able about sports is that you can play a great
game and still not win. And so although T wish
that we had come back with better news from
Copenhagen, T could not be prouder of my
hometown of Chicago, the volunteers who were

Rasmussen has been a great leader on this is-
sue. We've had occasion of discussing this in the
context of the G=8, as well as the recent U.N.
General Assembly meeting, and Secretary Ban
Ki-moon organized a dinner in which the Prime
Minister participated. The upcoming meeting
here in Copenhagen around climate change is
something that we are keenly interested in, and
I'm looking forward to discussions in depth
about how we can move that process forward.
So we appreciate your leadership.

I should add that we are grateful generally
for the sacrifices of the people of Denmark with
respect to our efforts in Afghanistan. They are
very difficult, but Denmark is a country that has
consistently, I think, been willing to sacrifice
both time, resources, and obviously, most im-
portantly, personnel in the broad efforts there
to stabilize the country. And we're grateful for
that as well.

And finally, T want to thank the royal family
and Her Majesty for the extraordinary hospitali-
ty that she’s shown since we’ve been here.

So I thank the people of Denmark. I thank
you, Mr. Prime Minister, for hosting us. And
I'm looking forward to a fruitful conversation
and continued strengthening of the bond be-
tween the United States and your country.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m. at
Christiansborg Palace. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of
the United Nations; and Queen Margrethe II of
Denmark.

involved, Mayor Daley, the delegation, and the
American people for the extraordinary bid that
we put forward.

I do want to congratulate Rio de Janeiro and
the nation of Brazil for winning the 2016 Olym-
pics. I think this is a truly historic event, as
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